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Chapter Three
*

LET THEM WALK IN YOUR SHOES

1 diant know, wneil Th:* Hickering fireplace looked so inviting,
she told me, tha displaying colorful hues of orange and yellow,

Noah almaost forgor to | leaned back in my easy chair, listening to the

crackle and hiss of burning wood and enjoying
take the bucker on the

the faint smell of smoke. It added warmth to a '

erap Bt weteled e cold winter evening, and offered comtort ar the

feert a miterable trip. end ot a hecue day, l

A good story would be the pertect complement o this coey
tting. | wiss in the mood for one that came fram the UOld Testament, so | picked up the '
ble and vareed an the side lamp. The page fell open 1o 2 Kings 4. My eves skimmed 1o |

mses W41, which had the |'|i:.t|.|.|r'.r'_. “Elisha heals the noxouws ]1:_'.:[4.“.:_"

ead the passage several nimes o make sure | understood whae was recorded abaur this
cident. | wondered it it were part oF a greater series of events, so [ read the few chaprers thar

e hefore, J'll'-'_\' added livile additional :.':l._!hl o whan |'|.4:|'|!1|:_'r||_'\-;| The account stood by jesclf ‘
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Although | had no intention of relling this in frone of an audience, | ook the story wo step
rwo without 4 second thought. | wanted to gain a betrer understanding of what might have

happened that day. In face, in my mind | walked through all the steps in this chaprer.

When | hnished reading, 1 turned off the lamp and looked into the lickerng fire, watching
the story unfold before my eyes. The propher Elisha and his small group of men camped in
the mountain region of Gilgal. Several of them had gone out o gather provisions for a meal,
[ walked with a young man who found some gourds thar were poisonous. Wichour asking, he
went back to the fire, ook our his knife, and shredded them into the siew,

[ was there, It was convenient that my fire was a lor like theirs. The drma unfolded before

me: the pot of stew on the open fire, the poison that contaminated the precious food, and
the miracle of the servint of God.

Naow we'll discover how to bring a story like this ene o life. The added benefit of all this
story development s that you just may find a fresh way 1o enliven your privare devotions.
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e STEP 2:

w4 Pushing Through the Story

(il 9
This siep is simple but eritical. Ohce yau have read the story several times, put the book
away and walk through e Tell it o another person—aor merely tell it wo o chair. bookshell, or

anather object in the room. Lhe ilwnrum.:url; is. try_ralk comnpleiely thrnwh the s You
bt o .

e r.|.r.tr.m.ril:.vminn..wghi.t.nn.rl. nns THIE l.i11'|'|1h' r-."l||r|.|: what vou koow ahoue 1

| prefer telling ihe story o semeane, My wile s osoally Kemd en wagh to Desten as | o :||r1|'u|._'|||
this [rFOCCas ]{l.'..l:'.".'.l':.' 1Y EEROMWH Seart b bece TR |l_l.' farr this [rLiFpase, e call i

e hange program.” | listen 1o his soory, and he listens o mine
[Mushing through a story does several things.

* 1o takes the seary ofT the wriien page and puts i inea @ fefforg forme This i an
informal relling of the stery. and you don't kave it memorized, so dont worry abow

petting all the decals correct at this poing



|:h1|1l;r| 1|I.J'r|.‘ - .I';.! ll’rr.rrr r..'.,.:."} A Towr |.I'r|1-._l'|

* It helps you see if you have all the imparsan Racts straight in vour memaory, While

you dont need 1o remember all the details, the structure does need 10 be in place.

* It gives you a chance to see if you enjoy telling the story. Simply reading it does nog
provide you this gauge. Sometimes | like reading a story, but it goes Hat once | eell ie.

Orher times a story will seem dull when [ read ir, but it comes alive when [ tell ir.

Storyrelling is an art form best developed in frone of peaple. Telling a stary i the only time
you can get a teue feel of fes quality, It allows you an eppormunity ro hear yourself as you tell ir.

PUTTING THE GLAY ON THE WHEEL

| compare this step wo putting potter's clay onto the wheel. Before the porter can creare a sculp-
tured piece of ant, he must remove the clay from s bucker and put it onto the rable or wheel.

By pushing through a story, you are aking a wiitten narmative and putting it into your mind,
It is raw and undeveloped, but it has potential, To simply think abour the story withour
velling it Is like looking at the clay in the bucket. It just doesn't ger the job done, Take the
story out of the bucket, push through it, and listen to yourself rell ir.

—— time to praciice

* Read Genesis B:6-13 two or three times, and then close your Bible and
talke through it Make it simple. yet as detailed as possible without
rereading, the story, After you have completed this step, read the stary

ane maore fme,

A Group Exercise o —
* Allow each person trime to read Genesis B:6-13.
* Ask for a volunreer to stand and push through the story for the group.

® Allow others to add more details o the story thar the volunteer may have lefr our.
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— time Lo pracrice

#® Now let's work on the story you have selected. Read it several rimes
and once you are ready, put iv aside and push through it

A Group Exercise

* Divide the class into groups of two and designate which person is number 1 and

which is number 2.
* It is important that the 1s and 25 are working on different stories,
* Allow the 1s two minutes to tell their story to the 25,
® At the end of rwo minutes, reverse roles.

* The job of a listener is to lock at the person telling the story and appear interested
with nods and sounds.

MOVE AWAY FROM THE BOODK

You'll do this first telling with no prompting or external suppore, Once you have pushed

|h'|11ll.'||'| i SOy, and recead it o= ITITE, Viikh should mor ook I|;|_|,|.|' i 1|‘||_I hool,

I viall are unsure of thie st lure il'.1|'ll.' |1|l.l':. LLEER LT fied vt |'|_'|1.'1;' tor read rhe text several
moee times. 1Eso, restart che entire process. Once vou are ready, push through the sory
AL this tamie, don’t look back. You will rescad the story ar a barer mime. For o, it s

impartant 1o mave away feom the written formar and begin shaping the spoken foemar.




the art of storytelling will change
the way you tell stories!

S
ome people are great storytellers, while others cringe ar the thought of

speaking betore a group of peaple. Yer, as John YWalsh snys,




